
School Committee Meeting 
January 8, 2009 

 
Present:  Mrs. Susan Genthner, Mrs. Robin Harvey, Mrs. Jane Miller, Mrs. Jenny 
Garneau, Dr. Timothy Lepore, and Dr. Robert Pellicone. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 5:05 PM in the high school cafeteria. 
 
Dr. Lepore moved to approve the agenda.  Mrs. Genthner seconded.   
 
Mr. Sortevik asked for a point of order stating that this meeting was not a public hearing 
on the budget as there was no proposed budget.   
 
Mrs. Genthner asked to add a public hearing on the FY 2010 budget to the agenda.  The 
hearing would move forward, but she will consult with an attorney tomorrow.  Mrs. 
Miller suggested not adjourning the meeting, but continuing the public hearing to 
Tuesday. 
 
The public hearing on the FY 2010 budget was opened at 5:35 PM. 
 
Ms. Coffin read a statement concerning her perspective as a behavior specialist and on 
the guidance department at the middle school. 
 
Mr. Sortevik commented that there was still no budget for the public and that the staff 
and school councils were told cuts needed to be made and they were.  Now that an 
override was being discussed, there was no sufficient information on what should go back 
into a possible override and what it would look like.   There was also no input from the 
staff, school councils and parents 
 
Ms. McNeely felt that there was no rundown on the actual proposed FY 2010 budget.  
She asked the Committee how they can vote on a budget if they didn’t know exactly who 
and what was being cut.  She asked that more specific information be made available.  
She reiterated that the budget process was separate from the pink slip process. 
 
Ms. Martineau stated that the school councils made their decisions based on the amount 
to be cut and since things had changed it was only fair to involve the councils in the 
process once again. 
 
Mr. Field explained that there was one budget. All of the FY 09 budget’s staff, programs 
and practices were rolled forward to FY 2010.  Based on recent indications from the town 
our fixed budget was $20,845,000.  It was his recommendation that the Committee not 
vote on Tuesday without knowing what the town’s revenue was going to be.  To satisfy 
the statute, there is an obligation to bring in a balanced budget.  The vote could wait until 
the warrant has to go to the printers. 
 



Mrs. Miller moved to recess the public hearing at 6:40 PM on the FY 2010 Budget to 
January 13, 2009 at 6:00 PM.  Dr. Lepore seconded.  So voted. 
 
 


